Hi-story
lessons.

18.04.1920

First democratic parliamentary election

The system of parliamentary democracy was created in the Czechoslovak
Republic based on a constitution on 29 February 1920, but it was necessary to
take lessons in democracy. The first democratic election of the two-chamber
parliament took place on 18 April 1920. Members of parliament were elected
according to the general, equal, direct and secret right to vote, and according to
the principle of proportional representation. Slovakia, which had been an integral
part of the Hungarian Lands before 1918, did not have such traditions. Only 6.1
percent of citizens had the right to vote in the Hungarian Lands at the beginning
of the 20th century. Bohemia partially obtained these rights in the Austrian part
of the Austria-Hungarian monarchy. Proportional representation was accepted
with difficulties in Slovakia because the majority system had been fixed here, and
the electorate was accustomed to deciding according to personalities not mass
political parties. The Slovensky Dennik newspaper published a short essay after
the election: ‘Many interesting and humorous events happened during the
election on Sunday. What took place in the souls of many people, mainly women,
was truly reflected on their faces. Some women came to the polling station
phlegmatically, fearless, and were able to snub comments made by members of
the commission, but after leaving the space behind the screen where she had
been hidden and inserted her vote into the envelope, she made a serious face,
and some anxiety etched characteristic features in her face and initiated a flash of
shyness in her eyes.’ In this way the Czechoslovak Republic was among the first
European countries that gave women the right to vote. The election was also a
litmus paper for political culture. It was frequently preceded by fierce clashes
between political opponents, who did not hesitate to use physical violence against
each other. The first parliamentary election in 1920 brought a strong victory for
the social democrats (represented by two parties - Czechoslovak Social
Democrats and Hungarian-German Social Democrats) who won 45.14 percent of
the votes in Slovakia. The Agrarian Party which was connected with the Slovak
National Party won only 18 percent of the votes, despite being the governmental
and preferred party. The Slovak People’s Party had a relatively weak result with
17.6 percent of votes. The Hungarian-German Christian Social Party won 11
percent of votes. The election result mirrored the post-war crisis conditions, and
also the reaction to the social democrats’ methods of agitation based on
attractive yet unrealisable promises.

The second parliamentary election was held on 15 November 1925. Hlinka’s “./
Slovak People’s Party had clear support, winning with 34.3 percent of votes. With
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its programme of Slovak autonomy within the Czechoslovak Republic and a
conservative Christian-national focus it became the strongest political party. The
Agrarian Party won 17 percent of votes. The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
(CPC) won 14 percent and two Hungarian minority parties won 14 percent of the
votes. The fact that up to 70 percent of votes went to opposition parties, including
Hlinka’s Slovak People’s Party, evidenced the dissatisfaction of Slovakia’s

electorate with their situation.

The third parliamentary election was held on 27 October 1929 with considerable
changes. The strongest opposition parties, Hlinka’s Slovak People’s Party and the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia received fewer votes (Hlinka’s Slovak
People’s Party received 28 percent of the votes and the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia 10.7 percent). Nationwide centralistic parties were strengthened:
the Agrarian Party received 19.5 percent of the votes and Czechoslovak Social
Democrats received 9.5 percent. The fourth and final free parliamentary election
was held on 19 May 1935. The autonomous block under the leadership of Hlinka’s
Slovak People’s Party won 30 percent of the votes in Slovakia, the Agrarians 17.6
percent, Hungarian Christian Socialists 14 percent, the Commmunists 13 percent and
the Social Democrats 11 percent. The tradition of free elections was interrupted for
a longer period following the 1938 Munich Agreement, when Germany became
the decisive power in Central Europe.
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