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1900

1900 14 May

Olympic Games in Paris and 
changes to the status of 
women

1905 17 October

Revolution in Russia

1907 31 August

Two European coalitions 



1910

1917 1 February

Bolshevik revolution  
in Petrograd 

1919 28 June

Treaty of Versailles

1918
Armistice in Compiègne

1914 28 June

Assassination in Sarajevo

The direct cause of the First World War was 
a successful attempt to murder the succes-
sor to the Austro-Hungary throne in Sarajevo 
in June 1914. Soon, two blocs stood against 
each other: the Triple Entente (France, the UK 
and Russia, supported by the US in 1917) and 
the Central Powers (Germany and Austro-
Hungary). Although a quick to fighting was 
anticipated, the war continued until 1918 and 
even longer in some regions, bringing much 
damage and fundamental changes to the in-
ternational arena.



1920

1925 16 October

Locarno treaty 

1929 24 October

Start of the Great Crisis 

1920 12-25 August

Battle of Warsaw 



1930

1939 23 August

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 
concluded by the Third Reich 
and USSR 

1939 1 September

German invasion 1933 30 January

Hitler rises to power 

The Weimar Republic was a child of Germa-
ny’s political defeat in the First World War. 
The Germans felt less as losers of the war 
and more as being humiliated by its peace 
terms, thus making a revision of the ‘diktat of 
Versailles’ a very popular notion. The rigour 
of the peace terms and inconsistence of their 
enforcers – France and Great Britain – as well 
as the great economic crisis led to the growth 
of nationalism and populism. The Nazis won 
together with the communists in establishing 
a totalitarian system in 1933.



1940

1942 20 January

Wannsee Conference

1945 8 May

Second World War ends 

1947 1 June

Marshall Plan 

1949 1 April

Communist victory in China 
and the founding of NATO 

1941 22 June

Third Reich invades the USSR 
and Japan invades the US  

Nazi Germany attacked its Soviet ally and in De-
cember 1941 the US suffered heavy losses after 
the Japanese air force attacked Pearl Harbour 
in Hawaii. In fighting the Germans, the UK of-
fered unconditional support to the USSR. The 
US joined the new anti-German coalition, sub-
sequently called the Great Three, which boost-
ed its economic potential. Apart from intent to 
defeat Germany, the Great Three had divergent 
objectives, as later reflected in the history of its 
smaller partners.



1950

1953 5 March

Stalin’s death and  
armistice in Korea 

1954 4 July

World Championship  
and the Geneva spirit 

1956 23 October

The Hungarian Revolution 
and the Suez crisis. New 
global offensive of the USSR  

When Soviet-supported Egypt nationalised 
the Suez Canal and France and Great Britain 
intervened militarily in the autumn of 1956, 
the Kremlin threatened them with a nuclear 
attack. Busy with its own presidential cam-
paign, the US mediated but did not support 
the allies, thus encouraging the Soviets to put 
a bloody end to the anti-communist revolu-
tion in Hungary. As Khrushchev’s power solid-
ified in the aftermath of the Twentieth CPSU 
Congress, a new stage of the USSR’s global 
offensive began.



1960

1968
Peak of the sexual revolution 
in the West and the end  
of the ‘Prague Spring’1960

The year of Africa and 
deceleration of the USSR’s 
global offensive 

1962 24 October

Cuban crisis 



1970

1973
End of the economic boom 

1975 1 August

Final act of the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe 

1978 16 October

Pontificate of John Paul II 

1979 December

End of detente 



1980

1983
On the brink of war 

1980 December

Reforms begin in China and 
‘Solidarność’ is born 

1989 October

Fall of communist regimes  
In East-Central Europe   

The dramatic crisis of the economic system 
of the USSR and its satellites meant that the  
Soviets had to be less ambitious in a global 
confrontation, particularly as governing Re-
publicans in the US left the Kremlin hardly 
any breathing space. As the Perestroika policy 
failed, Gorbachev had to agree in 1989 to the 
dismantling of the external part of the Soviet 
empire, thus liberating East-Central Europe 
and marking the start of its systemic trans-
formation and road towards a united Europe.



1990

1999 12 March

Expansion of NATO

1990 3 October 

1991 26 December

Dissolution of the USSR and 
German reunification 



2000

NOW
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