ov—Ribbentrop Pact
ed in Moscow nine
fore the beginning of
orld War in Europe.

after the Soviet and German
isters who signed il.

it was a treaty guaranteeing
etween two nations that had
sly shown great antagonism
ds one another. However, it also
ded a secrel protocol outlining
arts of Europe that each country
ed to control.

Cehelzes Zugrtzprotokall.

Aus Anirga der Unterzelchnungs des Fichtangriffa-
vertriges mdiachen dea Deutschen Heleh uni der Unlon
der Sozinlistiachen Sowjetrepubliken hader 4ié unter-
zelchneten 3evolle&entigion dor beiden Teile in sireng
vertraulicker Ausspracha dle Prage der Abgrenzung 4er
beiderseitizen Intercascnasphfren in Outeursys ordrtert.
Dicae Aunaoprache hat ru folgendes Ergebnias gefdhrt:

1. Fiir den F*1) einer territerial-politiachen lc-
geatnltung in den zu den b0ltisoren 3tanten (Finmlend,
Eotl~né, Lettl~nd, Lit*usn) gehbrender Gobleten hlldet
dle n¥rdliohe Grenze Litauena zuzleich die Grenze der
IntercssensaphAren Teutsohlsnds und der V¢ IR, dicrbel
wird dus Interease Litauena ae Yilnter Cobiet beider-
veite ruoriznnnt.

2. PIr den Prll elner territorimlepolitizchen

Ungestsltungs dor rus polnisehen Staste gehlirenden Cebiete

werien die InteresgsensspbAren Deutscklanda und der ULESR
unge fith>t durch die Linie der Flilegn Marew, wWeichsel urd
Sap abgegronzt.

Die Frrge, ob dle Beiderneitigen Interescen die
Lrreltung cines unabhLngigon rolniuchen Staates srwiinacht
erscholner 1guen und wie dlcser 5tamt nbzugrenzen wire,

kano endgifl tly crat iz Laafe der welteron politischen

MOLOTOV-
ENTROP PACT

Exsviokelung gekldrt werden,
In jetem Pulle varten :-:;bglu-mgvr. dleas Frize

in Fege aizner freusdoilastlioden Yersdntiguag 1daa:.
3) Xinslohillad des 32acstena Furoras wire vor

#owjeilechor Solte dap Interesss an Brosaratien Letorc,

Vox deutacher Seits wird fas Toilige politische De
#33smmnt an dirsen Oubledsn orrlfri,

4] Dlesen FrotoXoll »imd von 3olden Jeitie:
£ehoim bobindelt werden.

atoer

Mosxax . &on [, dugzst 1935,

Flon o L Pesideares
Vealseie ~&,uu4.?..;4,‘..7. o Wen e

g !he secretappendix to the
Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact
naming the German and
Soviet spheres of interest.
This photo of the document
‘was made by the defence
of Joachim von Ribbentrop
and Hermann Goring in the
Nuremberg Trials in 1946.!




CIRCUMSTANCES

g Anpoliceofficer (left) and an
SA brownshirt (right), one
0f'50,000 Nazis in Prussia
appointed by the Nazi Party
as a Hilfspolizei (auxiliary
police) officer.

- /

1922

1918 Germany and the *
At the end of the Russian Socialist ’ Apl’il—]“lv
First World War, Federative Soviet
Europe is in turmoil. Republic sign a treaty ~ 1939
Finland, Estonia, at Rapallo in Italy. It 1926 Soviets open
Latvia, Lithuania re-establishes and Treaty of Berlin, the Y simultaneous treaty
and Poland declare strengthens military first non-aggression talks with Germany
their independence. and economic pact between 1933 on the one hand, and
Romania seizes relations between Germany and the Nazi Party comes 1o Britain and France on
Bessarabia from Russia. two nations. Soviet Union. power in Germany. the other.
T A A A — T'
1918-22 1936 21 August
Afler a series of Spanish Civil War 1939
independence wars, begins. German troops 3 .
the borders of Poland fight on the Nationalist g&i:l?(‘;l‘e;ig}? ]13(} rjltgillls
and the Baltic States side, while Soviet and France
become fixed. troops fight alongside ’
the Republicans.
23 August

B 2 1939

Molotov—Ribbentrop
Pact is signed.

/

Polish—Soviet War. Polish
defences with a machine gun
position in the village of Janki,
near Mitosna, August 1920.

General Francisco Franco,
leader of the Nationalists in
Spain.*




Vvacheslav
Molotov

Soviet Minister of’
Foreign Affairs.

His predecessor,
Maxim Litvinov, had
preferred a treaty
with Britain and
France, rather than
with Germany. Soviet
policy changed after
Molotov replaced him
in May 1939.5

Joseph Stalin
Dictator, leader of the
USSR. Stalin always
was the real driving
force behind Soviet
foreign policy.®

Count
Friedrich-
Werner

von der
Schulenburg

German Ambassador
Lo the USSR. Tt was
Schulenburg who
did much of the
diplomatic work

Lo prepare the way
for a pact.”

Joachim von

~ Ribbentrop

German Minister of
Foreign Affairs.®

German
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THEAGREEMENT

oth sides
agreed ‘to
desist from any

act of'violence, any
aggressive action,
and any attack on
each other’.

If one were to become
involved in a war with
another country, the
other promised to
remain neutral. In case
of dispute, they would
seek arbitration if
necessary.

The treaty was to last
ten years.

In a secret additional
protocol, both
countries declared
which parts of Eastern
Europe they wished

to control.

Stalin and Ribbentrop after
the signature of the Soviet—
Nazi German Pact.

23 August 1939.°

The secret
protocol

he Soviet Union
declared its
interest in

regaining control
of Finland, Estonia
and Latvia.

Lithuania would fall
within the German
‘sphere of influence’.
(A later amendment
would give the USSR
control of Lithuania.)
Both sides agreed
that Vilnius should
be included as part
of Lithuania.

s.eu




AFTERMATH

Germany

The Molotov—
Ribbentrop Pact
gave Nazi Germany
the confidence to
invade Poland without
fear of reprisal from
the Soviet Union.

It attacked on

1 September 1939,
thus beginning the
Second World War.

USSR

On 17 September

the Red Army also
invaded Poland. Two
months later, it also
attacked Finland.

In the following
months, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania
and Bessarabia

were occupied, and
incorporated into the
Soviet Union.

Europe

The pact frustrated
British and French
plans to encircle
Germany with hostile
nations, as they had
during the First
World War. From
1939 10 1941, the
Soviet Union provided
Germany with large
quantities of vital

raw materials, which
helped it to continue
the war. Communists
throughout Europe
also followed the Soviet
lead, and stopped
criticizing Germany.

The end of

the pact

The Molotov—
Ribbentrop Pact came
to asudden end on

22 June 1941 when
Germany invaded the
Soviet Union. German
troops marched
almost all the way

to Moscow, before
eventually being
turned back.

Long-term

consequences

The creation of
German and Soviet
‘spheres of influence’
brought devastation
to the whole region.
Thousands of ‘political
enemies’ were killed,
and hundreds of’
thousands were
deported to prevent
them resisting. The
pact paved the way for
the Soviet domination
of Eastern Europe
after the Germans
were defeated in 1945.

Spain

u
Moscow

Free City lLithuoniq \
of Danzig

United

: =
Berlin
Kingdom L]

Nazi
Germany

France Romania

Europe
in August
1939

Areas of influence
in the agreement:
1 German

3 Soviet
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r the project
Hi-story lessons.
Teaching & learning
about 20th-century
European history’.

The mission of the
‘Hi-story lessons’
project is to show
European history of
the 20th-century from
different perspectives.
Underlining the

need Lo teach history
with an awareness
that neighbouring
countries may have

a different viewpoint
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