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1900

1907
Hungarian school laws 

1907 27 October

Černová massacre

When Černová residents expressed their dis-
satisfaction that a church – built with their 
own means – should be consecrated by an-
other churchman despite their appeals, the 
police shot fifteen participants at a peaceful 
demonstration: fifty were injured and others 
were sentenced. Internationally recognised 
figures protested against this inhuman act. 
This controversy became an international 
issue related to the observance of human 
rights in the civilised world and discussions 
about the Slovaks’ position. 



1915 22 October

Cleveland Agreement

1918 30 October

The Martin Declaration

1910



1920 18 and 25 April

The First Czechoslovak 
parliamentary elections

1920 4 June

Trianon borders  
of Slovakia signed

1922 22 January

The first proposal of Slovak 
autonomy

A proposed solution to Slovakia’s question-
able position in the new state as an autono-
mous administration was submitted to the 
Czechoslovak Parliament for the first time. 
Two concepts clashed during interwar Czech-
oslovakia history: Slovak autonomists based 
their ideas on a separate Slovak nation with 
specific demands, while decisive governmen-
tal parties used the idea of a uniform Czech-
oslovak nation as the basis of a centralised 
state. 

1929	 1935
The Great Depression  
in Slovakia

1920



1936 30 May-1 June

The First Congress  
of Slovak Writers

1938 6 October

Declaration  
of Slovak autonomy

1939 14 March

The origin of  
the Slovak state

1939 1 September

Slovakia enters the war

1932 25-26 June

Meeting of Slovakia’s  
young generation

1929	 1935
The Great Depression  
in Slovakia

1930



1946 26 May

Parliamentary elections 

1948 25 February

February coup d´état

1948 30 May

Czechoslovak elections with 
a united list of candidates 1942 2 July

Slovak Academy of Sciences 
established

1944 29 August

Slovak Uprising

1945 4 April

The first governmental 
programme of reborn 
Czechoslovakia

1942 25 March

Holocaust begins for Slovak 
Jews

Laws restricting Jews were approved in Slova-
kia from 1939. In 1941, the government issu-
ed the Jewish Codethat was drafted according 
to the Nuremberg Laws. In March 1942, the 
first deportations of Jewish inhabitants be-
gan, but were halted due to the intervention 
of various resident groups. A new wave of 
deportations began when the German army 
entered Slovakia (1944), with German military 
and security personnel seeking a ‘final solu-
tion’ of the Jewish issue in the country. 

1940



1951 15 January

Court trial of Catholic 
bishops

1950



1967 5 September

The first year  
of the international Bratislava 
Biennial of Illustration

1968 5 January

Start of the renewal process

1968 27 October

Act on the Federalisation  
of Czechoslovakia

1969 17 April

Gustáv Husák leads the 
Communist Party  
of Czechoslovakia

1968 21 August

Invasion of Warsaw Pact 
armed forces

The military intervention against Czechoslovak 
reforms was the largest military operation in 
Europe since the end of the Second World War. 
It halted the democratisation process and gave 
its opponents the opportunity to roll-back any 
reforms. For Slovakia, ‘normalisation’ meant 
formation of a new and old power elite, whilst 
also negating results of liberalisation during the 
emancipation movement. 

1960



1970 19 -21 June

Preparatory Meeting of  
the Slovak World Congress

1970



1989 16 November 

Demonstration of Bratislava 
university students for basic 
civil rights and freedoms

1988 25 March

‘Candle demonstration’

Police brutally broke up a peaceful demonstra-
tion in Bratislava calling for the respect of human 
and civil rights (‘candle demonstration’). This was 
the first mass public protest since 1969. The un-
compromising intervention aimed to demon-
strate the state’s power and paralyze activities of 
the ‘underground’ Church. However, the demon-
stration strongly contributed to the communist 
regime losing public sympathy and receding into 
isolation. 

1980



1993 1 January 

Independent  
Slovak Republic 

1990
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