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1916 15 August

Participation of Romania  
in the First World War

1918 1 December

Unification of Bessarabia, 
Bukovina, Transylvania  
and Banat with Romania

1919 18 January 

Paris Peace Conference  
and its Consequences

1918 
Domestic Policy and 
Romanian Culture during  
the Interwar Period

1913 27 June

Participation of Romania  
in the Balkan War

As a result of Bulgaria starting the Second 
Balkan War on 30 June 1913,  Romania 
decided to act militarily against it. Romanian 
troops therefore headed towards Sofia and 
Bulgaria acknowledged defeat. A peace 
treaty was signed in Bucharest without the 
involvement of Great Powers.  This signalled 
greater international prestige of Romania, 
which annexed Southern Dobruja (two 
counties south of Dobruja that once belonged 
to Bulgaria), and a distancing from the Triple 
Alliance.  

1910



1921
Little  
Entente

1923 29 March

Achievement of Great 
Unification: Constitution  
and Internal Reforms

1920
Evolution of Romanian – 
Russian Relations

1926 
March 26,  

June 10 and 

September 16

Signing of Treaties with 
Poland, France and Italy
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1934 9 February

Balkan Pact; Romania  
and Regional Alliances

1939 17 September

Government, Treasury and 
Polish Refugees in Romania

1939 23 August

Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact  
and its Consequences

The German-Soviet non-aggression treaty 
dated 23 August 1939 instituted the suprem-
acy of Germany and the Soviet Union over 
southeastern Europe and prepared for the 
start of the Second World War. The pact in-
cluded a secret additional protocol, known 
only after 1945, envisaging a new division of 
Poland in Article 2. Article 3 affirmed Soviet 
interest in Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina as 
well as the total lack of political interest of 
Germany in Southeastern Europe.  

1930



1947 30 December

Proclamation of the People’s 
Republic of Romania

1948 11 June

Nationalisation of Companies 
and Banks

1947
Anti-Communist Resistance

1940 26 June

Territorial Losses of Romania

1941 22 June

The Second World War: 
Romania on the German Side

The participation of Romania in Hitler’s War had 
as purpose the liberation of Bessarabia and 
Northern Bukovina, annexed by USSR, but also 
the satisfying of the economic interest of the 
Reich, as the Romanian oil resources played an 
essential role in carrying out the hostilities of Ger-
mania on the Eastern front. This explains why the 
withdrawal of Romania from Axis, in 23 August 
1944 was seen by Berlin as a ‘decisive turn’ in Ger-
man war economy and therefore in the conflag-
ration itself. 

1944 23 August

Romania on the side  
of the Allied Nations 

its Internal and External 
Consequences



1944 12 September

Armistice between Romania 
and the Allied Nations

1944 9 October

Percentages Agreement  
from Moscow

1945 4 February

The Yalta Agreement  
and its Consequences

1945 6 March

Assembly of the Petru 
Groza Government and the 
Communisation of Romania 1949 3 March

Collectivisation of Agriculture

1949 25 January

Romania’s Activity within  
the Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance

1940



1955 14 May

Romania  
and the Warsaw Treaty

1956 23 October

Romania and the Hungarian 
Revolution

One-hundred thousand dissatisfied Hungarians 
supported by the general population, demanded 
the resignation of the Bolshevik Hungarian 
Government. Inevitable Soviet intervention 
took place on 23 October 1956. For five days, 
Hungarian students fought the Hungarian secret 
police that was aided by Soviet troops. Imre 
Nagy was appointed Prime Minister.  However, 
he was removed following the intervention of 
the Soviet army in November, when János Kádár 
was appointed Prime Minister.  After his arrest,  
I. Nagy was brought to Romania, then repatriated 
and liquidated. 

1950



1965
Domestic Policy of Romania 
during the National – Socialist 
Period

1965
Foreign Policy of Romania 
during the National – Socialist 
Period 

1968 12 May

 ‘Prague Spring’ and the 
Attitude of Romania

1960



1970



1989 16 December

The Romanian Revolution 
and its Consequences for 
Domestic and Foreign Policy

The Romanian Revolution in 1989 consisted 
of a series of protests, street fights and 
demonstrations held on 16–25 December 1989, 
which led to the fall of Ceaușescu and the end of 
communism in Romania. The street movements 
culminated with Ion Iliescu seizing power and 
the execution of the Ceaușescu couple. All other 
East European countries  adopted democracy in 
a peaceful manner, whereas Romania was the 
only Soviet bloc country to experience a violent 
revolution.
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