
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Madonna and Child 

Erected 24 June 1984 

Creator Roman Ivan Kowal 

Originator Winnipeg branch of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Committee (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress) 

Source of funding Private donors 

Winnipeg, 
Canada 

Description and Interpretation: 

In the centre of Roman Kowal’s composition is the fgure of a mother and child, cast 
in bronze. The entire monument stands 4.5 metres tall, with a base made of black 
granite. It emphasises the loneliness and isolation from any external help during 
the Great Famine.  

Unlike in other monuments, the fgure of the woman with her child as portrayed by 
Kowal is not crying but rather, lowers her head in the face of an inescapable situation. 
She is alone in a trap from which there is no exit. She holds her child close, shielding 
the child with her right arm from the surrounding walls that are closing in on them. 

Inscription in English, French, 
and Ukrainian: 

“This monument was erected 
to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the famine-
genocide in Ukraine of 1932–33, 
and to the eternal memory of over 
7,000,000 innocent victims of 
forced starvation: the result of a 
ruthless policy decreed by the Soviet 
government in Moscow.” Remembering

the Holodomor 
Presentation for teachers and students 

  

   
    

•  10 descriptions of Holodomor memorial sites 
• 2 exercises for students 





  
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  

Example slide 
In this presentation you will fnd slides 

about 10 memory places. 

All the places are described using the same template: 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Madonna and Child 

Erected 24 June 1984 

Creator Roman Ivan Kowal 

Originator Winnipeg branch of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Committee (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress) 

Source of funding Private donors 

Winnipeg, 
Canada 

What does the monument look like? What is it about? 

In the centre of Roman Kowal’s composition is the fgure of a mother and child, cast 
in bronze. The entire monument stands 4.5 metres tall, with a base made of black 
granite. It emphasises the loneliness and isolation from any external help during 
the Great Famine.  

Unlike in other monuments, the fgure of the woman with her child as portrayed by 
Kowal is not crying but rather, lowers her head in the face of an inescapable situation. 
She is alone in a trap from which there is no exit. She holds her child close, shielding 
the child with her right arm from the surrounding walls that are closing in on them. 

Inscription in English, French, 

forced starvation: the result of a 

and Ukrainian 

‘This monument was erected 
to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the famine-
genocide in Ukraine of 1932–33, 
and to the eternal memory of over 
7,000,000 innocent victims of 

ruthless policy decreed by the Soviet 
government in Moscow.’ 

5 

Name of the memory place 

What does the monument look like? 
Photo What is it about? 

Here you will fnd a short 
description of the memory place, 
outlining its appearance and the 
elements that are worth noting. It 
will interpret the meaning of this 
memorial site and its message.The table contains basic 

information about the memory 
place, including the creator, 
originator, the date it was 
erected and its source of 
funding. 

Location of The inscription 
the memory place on the monument.



 
 

  

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

The Broken Life Cycle 
What does the monument look like? What is it about? 

The monument design, in the shape of a circle made from polished aluminum and 2.5 
metres in height, symbolises a human life broken in an unnatural way. The circle features 
hands made of steel, deformed and outstretched in a gesture pleading for salvation and 
an end to sufering. 

This monument symbolises the devious twist of a political ideology and the range of 
human sufering and resistance to violence. 

Edmonton, 
Canada 

Erected 23 October 1983 

Creator Ludmilla Temertey 

Originator Ukrainian Canadian Professional 
and Business Club (UCPBC) of 
Edmonton 

Source of funding Private donors 

Inscription in Ukrainian, English 
and French 

‘In memory of the millions who 
perished in the genocidal famine 
inflicted upon Ukraine by the Soviet 
Regime in Moscow 1932–33.’ 

‘Let us all stand on guard against 
tyranny, violence and inhumanity.’ 

Other information 

It was the frst monument to the 
Holodomor located in a public space. 
The artist’s mother was a Holodomor 
survivor. 



 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Madonna and Child 
What does the monument look like? What is it about? 

In the centre of Roman Kowal’s composition is the fgure of a mother and child, cast 
in bronze. The entire monument stands 4.5 metres tall, with a base made of black 
granite. It emphasises the loneliness and isolation from any external help during 
the Great Famine.  

Unlike in other monuments, the fgure of the woman with her child as portrayed by 
Kowal is not crying but rather, lowers her head in the face of an inescapable situation. 
She is alone in a trap from which there is no exit. She holds her child close, shielding 
the child with her right arm from the surrounding walls that are closing in on them. 

Winnipeg, 
Canada 

Inscription in English, French, 
and Ukrainian 

‘This monument was erected 
to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the famine-
genocide in Ukraine of 1932–33, 
and to the eternal memory of over 
7,000,000 innocent victims of 
forced starvation: the result of a 
ruthless policy decreed by the Soviet 
government in Moscow.’ 

Erected 24 June 1984 

Creator Roman Ivan Kowal 

Originator Winnipeg branch of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Committee (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress) 

Source of funding Private donors 
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