
One of the major wars of the time was the Polish-Soviet conflict. Poland 

tried to secure favourable borders in the east and supported the independ-

ence of Ukraine and Belarus. This led to war with Bolshevik Russia in 1919. 

The Red Army was to conduct a huge offensive to carry the communist 

revolution over to the west of Europe. The offensive was launched against 

Poland in July 1920 and in a short time moved to its centre. However, Pol-

ish forces won a bloody battle near Warsaw and started a successful coun-

ter-offensive that pushed the Bolsheviks far to the east. Poland’s victory 

put a stop to the march of communism into Western Europe.

POLISH-SOVIET WAR 1919 –1921

The so-called Hussars of Death – an elite Polish cavalry unit  

during the Polish-Soviet War, August 1920
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New countries created in 1918  –1923

Countries existing before 1914

Disputed areas

Areas of armed conflict

Plebiscite areas

Country border in 1918

Country border in 1923

Capital city

Name of conflict

PLEBISCITES AND BORDER CONFLICTS 1918 –1923
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