
RUSSIAN REVOLUTIONS

In February 1917 a revolution broke out in Rus-

sia, and the Tsar Nicholas II was forced to abdi-

cate. However, his fall did not end social conflict, 

since a provisional government decided to con-

tinue the war and did not significantly improve 

the country’s harsh living conditions. Addition-

ally, Germany supported Vladimir Lenin in his 

return to Russia, hoping that this would further 

destabilise it. In October 1917 a second revolu-

tion brought the Bolsheviks to power. Vladimir 

Lenin led the new government. A bloody civil 

war ensued and the new regime initiated a rule 

of terror targeting its opponents. It also led to the 

murder of the Tsar and his family in July 1918. 

The so-called policy of ‘war communism’, which 

limited private property, led to severe shortages 

and hunger. Uprisings and rebellions against the 

new government followed. In 1918–1921 around 

3,5 million people died. 
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‘For the Red Parliament. Vote for Social democrats’. Poster designed during the Hungarian Soviet Republic by Mihály Bíró (1919).
„Czerwonego parlamentu! Głosujcie na socjaldemokratów”. Plakat Mihálya Bíró z czasów Węgierskiej Republiki Rad, 1919. 
Photo from: Hungarian National Museum

REVOLUTION IN HUNGARY 
REWOLUCJA NA WĘGRZECH

In Hungary, a new coalition government presented a democratic agenda 
in October 1918. Due to serious economic, political and military crises, 
it was overthrown by the united socialists and communists in March 1919. 
A dictatorship of the proletariat was announced in the form of the 
Hungarian Soviet Republic, led by Béla Kun. Nationalization of industrial 
plants and banks ensued and land reform was introduced. The new 
regime set up a blood-stained apparatus of terror. In April, Romanian and 
Czechoslovak troops intervened and by late July 1919 the Hungarian Soviet 
Republic had been overthrown. The new government initiated a ‘white 
terror’ campaign against anyone associated with the communist regime. 

Na Węgrzech nowy rząd koalicyjny przedstawił w październiku 1918 r. 
program demokratycznych reform, który jednak z powodu poważnego 
kryzysu gospodarczego, politycznego i militarnego został odrzucony 
przez socjalistów i komunistów w marcu 1919 r. Ogłoszono wprowadzenie 
dyktatury proletariatu oraz powstanie Węgierskiej Republiki Rad pod 
kierownictwem Béli Kuna. Rozpoczęła się nacjonalizacja zakładów 
przemysłowych i banków, zapoczątkowano reformę rolną. Wszystkim tym 
działaniom towarzyszył krwawy terror. W kwietniu doszło do interwencji 
wojsk rumuńskich i czechosłowackich, a pod koniec lipca 1919 r. 
Węgierska Republika Rad została obalona. Nowy rząd rozpoczął kampanię 
krwawego „białego terroru” wymierzoną w osoby związane z reżimem 
komunistycznym.    
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