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EDUCATIONAL POSTCARDS

Landscape
as Heritage

This set of postcardsrepresents
15 perspectives on the borders
in our everyday lives.

Whatis yours?

This set is educational material
intended to be used as an icebreaker
or a discussion prompt. Its goal is to
inspire to think of a border not only
as an administrative divider, but
also as a meeting or dividing point in
society, emotions, culture, politics,
history, economics, aesthetics, etc.



How to useit?

1. Interpret the photo.
2. Flipthe postcard and answer the question.
3. Readthe title and description.
Do they influence your interpretations
oranswers?
4. Enjoy,change anything and be creative!

What else canyou do?

> Write your own story (min. 2 groups)

1. Pick apostcard and write down your
impressions, emotions, and thoughts onit.
2. Putthe postcard and your description back
inthe pile.
3. Mixand swap with another team.
4. Canyoumatch the photo to the new,
right description?
How has the story changed?

—

Make your own exhibition
(individual work or in groups)

Take tape, chairs, papers..., and create your
own art gallery with three rooms.
Contemplate your postcard collection and
divide the art between the rooms.

What story are you telling in every room?
What names should the rooms have?

Invite people to the opening night and present
your collection.

Call out (inagroup)

Spread the postcards in front of you and
secretly choose one you like. Keep it a secret,
and don't pick it up!

In turn, say one word that best describes your
chosen postcard.

Have others try to guess which postcardis yours.

Your turn! (individual work)

What does a border mean to you?
Go out, take a picture, show your own
perspective —and make a postcard.



Who madeit?

The photos, descriptions and questions were
prepared by educators attending the B-SHAPES:
Landscape as Heritage Summer School, organized
by European Network Remembrance and Solidarity
in the Polish-German border city Zgorzelec and
Gorlitzin August 2025. The once united city is
now divided by the Neisse River.

This summer school was a part of the European
Union’'s Horizon Europe Research and Innovation
Action project ‘B-SHAPES: Borders Shaping
Perceptions of European Societies’, coordinated
by the Centre of Border Region Studies at the
University of Southern Denmark (SDU).

ENRS Project’s team:
Ania Michalska, Helena Link, Urszula Bijos, Karolina Kruzlak,
Konrad Bielecki, Iwona Szelewa and Agnieszka Osiak.

Dlenes b~—shapes

This projectis funded by the European Union under the Horizon Europe Programme, Grant Agreement
Funded by No. 101095186 (B-SHAPES). those of d
. do sarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research Executive Agency
the European Union
Neither n







United. Rivers can be uniting, rather than dividing
Photo by: Elitsa Bozhkova (Bulgaria)

Gorlitz, divided city after World War Il when part of it goes to
Poland and the other remains in Germany. The river and the
bridge relate to the connection of the two sides of the city
returning to its initial state as one united space. The photo
is taken from the German side of the city giving towards
the Polish part with the bridge rebuilt in 2011 in order to
facilitate the communication between the people from the
two shores.
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What are your three
associations with
the word: border?
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Crossing memories
Photo by: Alba Pera-Mufioz (Spain)

When | crossed the bridge between Gorlitz (Germany) and
Zgorzelec (Poland), the first things | noticed were a cigarette
shop and a night club. This simple view shows how many
border crossings in Europe have changed: places that had a
strong history are today often associated with shopping and
entertainment. It reminded me of La Jonquera (Catalonia,
Spain), a border town that during the Spanish Civil War was a
route for thousands of people escapinginto exile, and that now
is mostly known for the sale of alcohol, tobacco, and night life
for visitors fromacross the border.
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What border would
you nhot cross?
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Borders are geographic; crossing is mental
Photo by: Nikkie Badsar (Belgium)

Two figures share one pedestal but face away. The fountain
marks a place, yet the real border sits in the turn of their
bodies. Geography draws the line; we do the crossing,
in language, in habit, in what we allow ourselves to see.
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How do you
visualize aborder?

Funded by
the European Union

This project is funded by the European Union under the Horizon Europe Programme, Grant Agreement No.
101095186 (B-SHAPES). Views and d are however those of the author(s) only and do not

those of the EL u the Europs Agency (REA). Neither

Jnion nor them.







Connecting
Photo by: Luis Gaivoto (Portugal)

Connecting border, connecting lives...
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What does a border
mean to you?
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Layers through space and time
Photo by: Denitsa Vidolova (Bulgaria)

You're standing at a medieval square. A grand old church is
on your left. In front of you is a window to another time and
space: from the low-rises to the huge concrete blocks of flat.
How did we get there just crossing these pavements? What
rippled through the buildings and their rooftops, through

the decades and centuries?
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What is your
personal story
with border(s)?
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Common spirit
Photo by: Sarah von Sydow (Sweden)

This image from within a German Lutheran Church shows an
archway that separates the private space of confession from
the larger area where the congregation gathers for collective
worship. The archway reflects the border between individual
reflection and shared community life. In a secular age, where
many people look for meaning on their own and spirituality
oftendisperses into solitary practices, it raises the question of
how much we also need spaces of connectionand communal
belonging — not only with one another, but also in relation to
ideals that point toward a better world, where meaning is built
through optimism, moralimagination,and shared progression.
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What is the biggest
border that you can
imagine?
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What'’s behind?
Photo by: Monika Witalis - Malinowska (Poland)

Architecture defines the boundaries of space. Light
and shadow create the boundary of vision. The arcades
trace the boundary between past and future. A solitary
figure emphasises the boundary between community and
isolation.
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How can
crossing a border
empower you?
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Snapshot at the border
Photo by: Mihaela Hendres (Romania)

Borderwalks can take you from one country to another
in just a few minutes. A snapshot from the medieval
fortification area of the city of Gorlitz tells the story of the
older or newer heritage of the Polish side, Zgorzelec, which
lies across the Lusatian Neisse river. Together again, they
are now a Eurocity.
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What would happen
if allborders
disappeard?
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Stilt nation
Photo by: Marta Alvarez Guillén (Spain)

Flags, the colors of a nation, are tools of representation that
- however weak they may seem — generate identity and,
therefore, otherness and subalternity in our international
dynamics.
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How do landscapes
challenge borders?
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The current listens
Photo by: Kamila Kobus (Poland)

Where the river divides, stories converge. A quiet ribbon
of water threads two worlds together — sky and stone, two
lands and nations, is a flowing mirror where houses whisper
across the border.
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How do borders
shape the landscape?
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History over the river?
Photo by: Mariam Manjgaladze (Georgia)

The cathedral stands by the river as two birds cross the grey
sky. The bridge below links two countries, turning a border
into a meeting point. Here, history and daily life quietly come
together.
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|s crossing a border
worth the risk?
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How do borders
influence your life?

Divided, yet shared
- bridging our past for better future
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What does crossing
aborder meanto
you?

Frontiers of time future

Funded by

Photo by: Loredana Stegaru (Romania) the European Union

. . “This project i funded by the European Union under the Horizon Europe Programme, Grant Agreement No.
The border as a threshold of crossing, meetlng, 101095186 (B-SHAPES). Views and d are however those of the author(s) only and do not

. those of the E Union or the Europ Agency (REA). Neither
and transformation. ionror







Border in(visibility)
Photo by: Alexander Kliymuk (Germany)
The picture shows a sign with the words Granica Panstwa —

“State Border”in Polish.Itislocatedin the Old Town Bridge at
the German-Polish border between Gérlitz and Zgorzelec.
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What feelings do you
have when crossing
everyday borders?
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When you do not meet too often at the border.
Or when meeting happens too late

Photo by: Ewelina Chattas (Poland)

In Zgorzelec, a garden city quarter from the early 20th
century still carries the vision of blending architecture with
green space. Despite its cultural value, it stands largely
unnoticed, bypassed by the flow of tourists coming to
Gorlitz. Our guide’s words stayed with me: what happens
when no one decides that such places are worth protecting?
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Does aborder split
or canitunite?
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