
On Monday 21 August, it will be 55 years since the moment when the armies of five Warsaw 

Pact countries (the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Hungary, the German Democratic Republic and 

Poland) crossed the borders and began the occupation of the Czechoslovak Socialist 

Republic (CSSR). Tanks and armoured personnel carriers with white invasion stripes 

violently ended the reform and democratisation process in Czechoslovakia. 

The invasion of Czechoslovakia was the largest military operation in Europe since the end 

of the Second World War. It began during the night of 20–21 August 1968. On the first day 

of the occupation alone, 20 people were killed or fatally wounded on Slovak territory. The 

following day, the victims included 16-year-old Peter Legner, who was shot in front of the 

main post office building on Bratislava’s SNP Square. He died on the way to the hospital. 

In total, the invasion of the allied troops in Slovakia claimed 37 lives. Throughout the entire 

occupation period, until the withdrawal of Soviet troops in 1991, 406 people died as a result 

of their presence on Czechoslovak territory. 

 

The invasion, code-named Operation Danube, involved 27 combat divisions. The intervention 

forces, consisting of approximately 500,000 soldiers, 6,300 tanks, 2,000 artillery pieces and 

800 aircraft, were commanded by General Ivan Grigoryevich Pavlovsky. Between 18 October 

and 4 November 1968, the armies of Bulgaria, Hungary, the GDR and Poland withdrew from 

Czechoslovakia. However, a significant contingent of the Soviet Central Group of Forces  – 

more than 73,000 soldiers – remained in the country.  

(Translation) 

 

Source: https://www.teraz.sk/slovensko/od-invazie-z-augusta-1968-uplynulo-55-

r/735224-clanok.html 
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