
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1 to the lesson ‘How is a false story created?’ 

Truth, interpretation or opinion? 

 

In 1945 the war in Europe came to an end. 

 
The borders of many countries were redrawn by the victorious powers. 

 
Millions of people were forced to leave their homes. 

 
Some parts of society saw the end of the war as liberation. Others 
experienced new forms of violence and repression. 

 
New political systems dependent on the Soviet Union were 
established. 

 
 
Responsibility for war crimes became the subject of international 
trials. 

 
The memory of these events still evokes strong emotions today. 

 
 

The Red Army’s advance in 1945 ended the occupation and restored 
normal life in Central and Eastern Europe.  

 
The liberation of Europe by the Soviet Union was one of the most 
significant moments in the history of the struggle for freedom.  

 
After 1945 Poland regained its independence thanks to the Allied 
victory. 

  



 
 
 
 
 

Red Army soldiers brought peace and security to the territories 
liberated from German occupation.  

 
The establishment of new authorities after the war was necessary to 
prevent chaos and rebuild the state.  

 
The Nuremberg Trials brought those responsible for the crimes of the 
Second World War to full justice.  

 
The resettlements after 1945 were a fair solution to Europe’s ethnic 
and national conflicts. 

 
Resistance to the new authorities after the war stemmed mainly from 
a misunderstanding of the international situation.  

 
The term ‘occupation’ in relation to the Soviet Union’s presence after 
1945 is an exaggeration and stems from later political interpretations.  

 
The memory of the Second World War is often used today to create 
unnecessary conflicts. 

 

 


